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supposes that he is only breaking a glass when he is
really taking a life, and so forth. He is therefore not
wicked, but accidentally mischievous. We have now
come to recognise the existence of many states of
mind intervening between this and complete sanity.
Among them, for example, is the state of mind
of the homicidal monomaniac, whose propensity is
considered to be the cause of his actions, and which
may be consistent with his being in many other
respects capable of acting upon the ordinary motives
and judging reasonably in most of the affairs of life.
What, then, is the meaning of the statement that he
is a madman, and therefore excusable ? The conten-
tion must, of course, be, in the first place, that his
character is in some way abnormal. He is not
governable by the ordinary motives which determine
human action. But, beyond this, it is evident that
the abnormality is taken to mean something more
than the mere deviation from the average. A man
may be abominably wicked, and yet not in the least
abnormal in the sense here required. He may be
deficient in the higher motives, and the more brutal
passions may be unusually developed; and yet we do
not hold that he therefore deviates from the type.
So, in a different sphere, we may have one man pos-
sessing enormous strength and another exceedingly
feeble, one very active and another very clumsy; and